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STA Advanced Level Horary Diploma Course
What is the difference between the STA Practitioners Level Horary
Certificate and the STA Advanced Level Horary Diploma?
The STA Practitioners Level Horary Course offers
the STA’s core instructional material on horary
and is designed to comprehensively explore
horary theory whilst examining how the
principles are applied in practice. Completion of
the certificate course demonstrates that the
graduate has undergone robust analysis of this
specialist subject, having dedicated serious time
and mental focus to learning about the doctrine of
horary, under the guidance of experienced tutors,
and with appropriate exploration of the kind of
ethical issues that this study raises. Students are
tested and assessed throughout the course to
ensure they are actively engaged in the study, and
not just passively receiving the materials. Mistakes
are corrected, sensitive issues are explored, and by
the end of this course the student is expected to be
sufficiently prepared to commence a professional
practice of horary astrology, should they wish to.

§ The overall chart judgement must read well,
and present a natural flow in describing the
problem and moving between the
identification of significators, the details of the
judgement, and the explanation of how the
matter concluded or resolved.

The STA Advanced Level Horary Diploma is an
enhanced qualification we issue to graduates who
have completed the Certificate Course, and who
have also demonstrated that they have ventured
into confident and competent practice. We do not
enrol anyone onto the Diploma Level program
until 6 months after completion of the certificate
course, to ensure they have had appropriate time
to digest all the principles they have learned on
the certificate course, and because we want to
assess judgments for which the resolution or longterm outcome has been monitored.

§ The judgement must demonstrate a wise and
ethical approach to the matter asked about, and
show appropriate sensitivity to the emotional
needs of the querent.

There are three stages to this qualification, which
essentially requires the successful submission of
three different horary judgments on three
different topics. Each judgement is submitted
separately, so it is only possible to move to stage 2
after the first judgement submitted for stage 1 is
deemed acceptable for qualification. For a
judgment to qualify as a successful submission it
must be assessed to be of a “professional
standard”, which means it must fulfil the
following key criteria:

§ The judgement should demonstrate wellestablished principles of horary astrology (as
taught in the STA certificate course syllabus).
We want to conclude that the chart is logically
assessed, with the main points of interpretation
demonstrating good correspondence with the
mainstream principles of horary. We will also
look for an appropriate distinction between
points in the chart that act as key factors in the
judgement, with less focus given to peripheral
details or planets/chart points that are not so
resonant or substantial in their impact on the
matter asked about.

§ The judgement must be free of astronomical
errors or obvious astrological mistakes (such
identifying the wrong planet as the ruler of a
house cusp, or describing an aspect as a square
when it is actually a trine).
§ The judgement should include footnoted
reference to the page/text source of any
traditional quotes included, or any modern
astrological work consulted; or to any point in
the judgment that may be considered unusual,
controversial, or in need of additional
explanation.
The judgments must – of course – demonstrate the
applicant’s own personal use of horary in practice
and be free of plagiarism or copyright issues. No
more than one judgement may relate to a personal
question that the astrologer asks for their own
benefit (and so becomes both the querent and the
astrologer for that chart).

BENEFITS FOR UNDERTAKING & COMPLETING THIS COURSE
The STA Advanced Level Horary Diploma Course is delivered as a personal, one-toone mentorship and assessment scheme. (Students will work with more than one
tutor, but throughout the stages tutors engage in personal, direct correspondence, to
help shape judgements into “show case” examples). The process of undertaking this course will
therefore improve, hone, and refine the ability to compile judgements to a professional standard,
whilst building the confidence needed to submit horary work for publication in various external
formats. The STA will also endeavour to find its diploma students suitable publication opportunities.
The responsibility of the tutors on this course is to ensure that students:
§

do not miss any useful or pertinent points of interpretation in the compilation of their judgements;

§

learn how to keep the written narrative succinct, informative and interesting by bringing the focus
to the right places;

§

appropriately reference any controversial or particularly important point, and draw due
distinction to any symbolic interpretation that may be innovative, original or creative (for
example, a certain use of the symbolism that may seem suitable and appropriate within the
context of that chart, even though it is not part of commonly accepted horary tradition);

§

gain opportunities for increased exposure of their horary skill.

Please note: despite the emphasis given to well-written judgements, our focus is upon good, solid,
interesting astrology. We are not expecting expert English grammar, or the narrative skill of a
novelist! Most horary judgements benefit when the principle “keep it simple, tell it straight” is
applied. It will be part of our task to help students find their voice and express themselves effectively,
and to help second language students with translations into English.
Benefits that follow the successful completion of the course:
§

Graduates receive the advanced level STA Horary Diploma to verify that their use of horary has
been personally and independently assessed, and that they have demonstrated sound knowledge
of theory and competence in practice, such that the STA school board is happy to recommend
their services to people in need of horary consultations.

§

Graduates will be entitled to advertise their fulfilment of our assessment criteria by using the
initials STA DipH (School of Traditional Astrology Diploma in Horary) in promoting their
astrological services.

§

Names of all diploma holders will be entered into a public record of our qualifying students.

§

Graduates become admissible for entry into the STA directory of approved and verified horary
consultants, which promotes horary services to the public. (There is a nominal one-off fee for the
initial inclusion of the promotional entry into this directory – yet to be determined).

§

Graduates qualify for full membership of the APAI: Association of Professional Astrologers
International. Details of this organisation available online at www.professionalastrologers.co.uk.

§

Graduates gain access to extra STA resources, such as modules of the Masters Level Horary
Course that are designed for students who want to study traditional or historical theoretical
principles of horary in greater depth. (This facility is not currently available, but elements of it
should become available in 2022).

§

Graduates will be able to avail themselves of continued discounted services from STA tutors that
support the promotion of their own professional practice.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Only students who have successfully completed the STA Practitioners Level Horary
Certificate Course since January 2020 are eligible to enter this program.
At the end of 2019 the certificate level course was significantly developed and expanded. It is this
improved and expanded version of our certificate course material that now represents our stable
horary teaching, which acts as a baseline for further development to advanced level study.
§

Any astrologer who graduated from the STA Practitioners Level Horary Certificate Course
prior to 2020 should ask for details of the STA Horary Review Course. This is a specially
developed course which is only available to past graduates. It offers a cost-effective way for
previous graduates to upgrade their training materials and fulfil the assignment requirements
that will raise them to the level of our current Practitioners Level Horary Certificate Course.

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE
Qualification for this course requires three successful submissions of the applicant’s own horary
judgements. Each submission undergoes a 2-step process of analysis in which the applicant
corresponds personally and individually with two different tutors. In each application, course
principal Deborah Houlding will be one of the two tutors that evaluate and provide feedback on the
submitted work.
The first step requires the applicant to submit a horary chart and judgment in a Word document,
written to the best of their ability. We provide a style-guide for submissions upon enrolment, which
includes advice on how to set up the chart and how to include an image of it within the written
judgement. This is assessed by the step 1 dedicated tutor, who critiques the submission and liaises
personally (either by email or Zoom discussion) to identify any flaws, controversies over established
points of art, or weaknesses in the judgement. Suggestions are likely to be made at this stage to
provide various ideas for improvement. If so, the applicant should consider the feedback provided
and incorporate any points they agree to and then resubmit the revised judgement, including any
amendments that are deemed to be necessary. Providing the first tutor considers the submission
acceptable at this stage it is then forwarded to the next tutor to undergo a second independent review.
In step 2, the second reviewer may also make additional suggestions for improvement and offer
valuable points of feedback. Providing that both tutors consider the application to be acceptable, it
will be deemed to be a qualifying submission at this stage.
If a submission is not accepted, the applicant is given full feedback on what the judgement lacked,
with expert advise on how to hone the skill of analysis or judgement write-up.
It is through the details of the personal correspondence that the teaching elements of this course
emerge. There is ongoing attention to finding ways to help the astrologer improve the ease and flow
of chart interpretation, and points of art are opened and evaluated for discussion, but always within
the context of how the principles are being applied within the astrologer’s own personal chart
judgement that is under examination.

COST & ENROLMENTS
The full basic cost of the diploma program is £485.
Enrolment onto the program costs £225: this includes a non-refundable enrolment fee of
£95, plus the cost of the assessment of the first submitted horary. The payment for the
following submissions (£130 each) is made at the time of submission. The initial enrolment
fee includes the cost of the preparation and delivery of the qualifying Diploma certificate.
In terms of cost, please factor in two details:
¨ If a submission is of suitable interest, it is possible that STA will make a payment back to the
applicant to demonstrate that judgement to our students (hence, some of the cost of the
training can effectively be “worked off”).
¨ If any submission fails to meet our qualifying standards, the assessment fee is not refunded for
that submission. All submissions go through the same level of assessment, regardless of
whether the submission is accepted as qualifying or not. In this instance it is necessary to
repeat the assessment fee of £130 to submit an alternate horary for that stage of the
qualification (hence, the total cost of the training on this program will increase if an applicant
submits judgements that fail to meet our qualifying criteria).

COURSE POLICIES, TERMS & REQUIREMENTS
§ There is no strict deadline for the completion of this program. Students are generally free to step
through the stages as they feel comfortable, at their own pace. There are limits however: students will
be dropped off the program if they have been on it for more than three years and have failed to make a
submission in more than one year.
§ Prices advertised are correct for 2021 and are locked in for enrolled students for 12 months following
registration. If price increases are later considered necessary, they will apply to anyone already
enrolled on the program for the submissions they have yet to make after this 12-month period.
§ Students must adhere to the format criteria requested in the submission style guide. This is a
document that helps ensure that work is presented to a professional standard whilst being very
accommodating to personal preferences in horary judgement. For example, if an applicant prefers to
reference the Egyptian terms rather than the Ptolemaic terms, or use an alternate quadrant house
division system to Regiomontanus, that is perfectly fine (we just need to know).
§ Qualifying graduates must agree to having their name (as printed on the Diploma) listed on the STA
website, as our public record of who has and has not officially qualified at this advanced level. Sadly,
the school has encountered a few incidents of astrologers claiming to be trained by the STA when they
have never actually studied with us, so this public record protects the interests of every legitimate
diploma holder. If anyone wants to take the program whilst not agreeing to this condition, they must
email the course administrator prior to enrolment.
§ The cost of enrolment is non-refundable under any circumstances. The cost of any individual
submission is refundable up to the point that someone begins to give it their attention; after which it
becomes wholly non-refundable.

§ Tutorial decisions are final. The school ensures fairness in its assessment
process and has policies in place to eliminate any prospect of favouritism or
uneven comparisons. In situations where an application is not successful,
once feedback on why the application failed has been provided, the tutorial
task is complete and no further correspondence will be engaged in
regarding the details of the chart that was not approved.
§ One of the underlying objectives of this program is to encourage the applicant’s development into
professional practice; for this professional and courteous behaviour is expected in all respects.
Applicants can be removed from the program at the discretion of the tutors if anything about their
correspondence on the course, or their public conduct off the course is deemed to be disrespectful or
brings disrespect to the study of astrology.
§ This is a very personally crafted program, so applicants should expect each tutor to take up to two
weeks to return commentary upon a submission. In some circumstances it may take slightly longer
than this, but if this is the case the applicant will be informed of the reason why and told when to
realistically expect the return of their work.
§ All elements of correspondence are to be treated in confidence on both ends: the STA school will not
share any private correspondence and the applicant agrees that any correspondence sent to them is
treated with privacy and not shared in any way with any other student or member of the public.
§ Applicants understand that Deborah Houlding will play a role in assessing each submission.
Applicants may also request another specific tutor to assess their work but may only specifically
request a named tutor once, for one submission, and may not request that named tutor twice. The STA
will aim to be accommodating to students who wish to receive feedback from a variety of tutors but
the decision on which tutors will assess the work is ultimately entirely at the discretion of the STA.

ONGOING PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE
As part of our commitment to our Advanced Level Horary Diploma students, we offer ongoing
mentorship support on a wide variety of horary and astrology related concerns at discounted rates.
These range from personal tuition of horary or other astrology principles, through to all manner of
ways in which our experienced tutors and STA specialists can help astrologers promote and deliver
their services professionally. The cost of personal tutoring is discounted to our lowest rate (£50 an
hour, reduced to £46 an hour if purchased in advance in blocks of 5).
Examples of other support services we can provide beyond tutoring of astrological principles include:
§

Editing or reviewing books, blog posts, website promotional text or articles prior to submission to
journals, blogs, or other external publishers

§

Attractive typesetting of text material, or elegant presentations of chart work (including both
computerised and beautiful hand drawn charts)

§

Providing oversight and feedback on materials produced for webinars or conference presentations

§

Creation of, or assistance with, the production of PowerPoint presentations

§

Help with professional marketing/financial planning of setting up an astrology related business

§

Assistance with web design or creation of printed promotional materials

These support services are costed on a case-by-case basis, depending on the size and complexity of the
project. For further details please email with information on what you are looking for to assist@sta.co.

